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PRESS RELEASE 
MARCH 18, 2024 
STATEMENT REGARDING CONCEALED FIREARM 


Dear Constituents, 


As those who followed my campaign know, one of my primary issues since roughly October of 2022 was 
protecting children from sexually explicit materials in our taxpayer-funded library system. The innocence and 
protection of children were central planks of my campaign, and I am honored that District 9 chose me to represent 
them. My public position on this, however, has come at some cost to myself and my family. 


For well over a year, I have been targeted with harassing emails, letters sent to my home, anonymous phone 
calls, social media posts, slanderous online reviews and my family’s picture has been posted online in a harassing 
manner, all due to my public position on protecting children. I have had to call the police on at least one occasion. 
As it began to escalate, and after I became an elected official, I felt obligated to, on occasion, exercise my Second 
Amendment rights and my Concealed Handgun Permit, carrying a firearm for my safety and that of my family. 


On March 7", at the Parish Council Chambers, the council was addressing a contentious issue regarding the 
library and my resolution for library board appointments, and the vast majority of opposing emails sent to myself and 
the council prior to the meeting directly mentioned me by name, making various incendiary claims about me 
personally and my position on the issue. Because of this and the harassment I have received on this issue, I was 
concerned for my safety and I spoke to the Council Chairman, who said he believed I had the right to have a 
concealed weapon in the chambers. I brought my weapon to the meeting, and walked up to at least four Sheriff's 
Deputies and informed them that I had a concealed weapon. They instructed me to leave it in my bag, which I did, 
during the entire evening. After the meeting, I walked from the council chambers to my vehicle and went home. 


The day after the meeting, the Chairman provided me a reference to an ordinance showing that, despite what I 
had been told, we were not authorized to have a concealed firearm inside a parish building. I informed him that, given 
this information, I would comply. Further, I will begin working to amend the law because I believe elected officials, if 
they have a Concealed Handgun Permit, should be able to protect themselves, particularly in the case of the parish 
council. I also understand at times other members of the council have carried a concealed weapon inside the 
chambers for their protection. There will be plenty of occasions where we have to walk after midnight from the 
council chambers to our vehicle, alone, and I believe elected officials should be able to protect themselves. 


In addition, because I have my community meetings with my constituents at remote parish buildings in my 
district, I am also not permitted to have a concealed weapon in those instances. As such, I anticipate having to request 
a Sheriff’s detail at some of my community meetings going forward. 


Thank you, 
David Cougle 


Councilman, District 9, St. Tammany Parish 
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